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Dear Reader,  
 
I’m happy to release the new version of the Newsletter from the Sector Group Textiles, 
the group of experts within the Enterprise Europe Network! 
 
The Network coped with a reshuffle of vision, activities and organisation creating new 
groups of experts, more thematic and sectoral groups where members gather to deliver 
ad hoc tailor made services and dedicated support to entrepreneurs and small and 
medium companies, worldwide.  
 
Considering the challenging times we have been facing with and the difficulties of 
companies to boost business due to different problems, from the pandemic to the war and 
now the energy issue, the Network built a new vision under the claim New Network, new 
realities, new impact.  
 
In the same way, the Sector Group Textiles  re-set the group with new members, we are now 42 from more 
than 30 countries, new initiatives and events to be provided to our clients.  
We are focused to guide clients towards the transition pathway of digital and green process that will be at the 
heart of the entrepreneurial business in Europe and beyond. 
 
Indeed the launch of the new European Sustainable Textile directive, that the European Commission 
released in March 2022 is a milestone that will reshape the future of the textile industry. Therefore the SGT 
is committed to work on that to support you understanding tips and rules of the directive, sharing good 
practices from innovative clients and brands, helping you to fix your business alongside such a new model. 
With that purpose we inserted a dedicated session on Sustainability within the newsletter. Have a look at it!  
In 2023 we are planning many training sessions and workshops, as well as brokerage events (B2B and 
company missions) where you will have the chance to find new international partners. Under the Events 
session you can then discover our next planned event or check out feedback from past events.  
 
Another interesting asset of the Network will be the involvement of more No- European countries to widen 
the opportunities for European companies to grow even more at international level creating stable 
connections outside the EU.  I also remind you to check also the session related to the Partner Search to see 
if any business offer or requests could fit your needs.  
 
In the Funding session you will find updated news on open calls and European funding opportunities for the 
creative and manufacture industry such as Worth partnership project.  Finally, I remind you that you can send 
to us your business offer or request to be shared within members’ contacts helping you reaching the right 
commercial partners.  
 
You can get in contact with us using our social network or find your local EEN contact here: 
https://een.ec.europa.eu/local-contact-points 
 

#EENCANHELP your business ! 
#SGTextiles can support your project or idea or company to innovate internationally! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Chair and the Sector Group Textiles! 
 
 

Federica Leonetti  
Chair of the Textile & Fashion Sector Group

https://een.ec.europa.eu/local-contact-points


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding opportunities and European Initiatives: 
 
 

The 2nd call of WORTH II is open. It will close on the 15th February 2023 

 

 

After a successful 1st call, which featured 65 project winners linked to the 3 pillars of the New European 
Bauhaus initiative beautiful, sustainable, and inclusive, WORTH Project is pleased to announce that 
registrations for its new call for applications will open soon.  

The submission period will run from October 25th 2022 to February 15th 2023. 

If you are a creative designer seeking an opportunity to create innovative design solutions that contribute to 
more sustainable lifestyle industries, this is the project for you! 

How to form a partnership? 
 
You can participate if: 
 
• You have an idea and already have a partner to work with. 
• You have an idea, but do not know a partner. 
• You can use the WORTH gallery to find your partner 
 
We can help you to find the right one!  
More info at: https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/index_pl   
You can ask to our team of experts for more details on the call... 

 

https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/index_en
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/index_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/index_pl


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sustainability: 

 
               Sustainable And Circular Fashion: EU Funding Opportunities For SMEs 

Cascade funding is an EU funding mechanism to support SMEs and start-ups with a combination of small-
scale financing and coaching for innovation projects.  

Representatives of the European Commission and of four COSME projects explain the importance of 
cascade funding and their impact in supporting the fashion sector to move towards more circular and 
sustainable business models and processes. 

https://textile-platform.eu/ 

 
EU strategy for sustainable and circular textiles 

The European Commission has finally published the long-awaited EU strategy for sustainable and 
circular textiles. 

It is the first time ever that the EU is adopting such a broad, ambitious, and potentially disruptive policy 
approach for the textile and clothing sector. 

It will have far-reaching consequences for producers, retailers, and consumers, many of which will take 
years to be implemented. 

The document makes it clear that most measures target textile-based products for the consumer market, 
most specifically fast fashion, indirect impacts are also expected for the technical and professional textiles 
market including mandatory criteria for green public procurement. 

 The Strategy proposes actions for the entire lifecycle of textiles products, while supporting the 
ecosystem in the green and digital transitions. 

 It addresses the way textiles are designed and consumed, including by looking also at sustainable 
technological solutions and innovative business models. 

 New design requirements for textiles, clearer information on textiles and a digital product passport 
with tighter controls on greenwashing action to address the unintentional release of microplastics from 
textiles. 

 Harmonised EU rules on extended producer responsibility for textiles, and economic incentives to 
make products more sustainable, support to research innovation and investments addressing the 
challenges related to halting the export of textile waste. 

 The co-creation of a transition pathway for the Textiles Ecosystem to establish the way forward and 
set out concrete step on how to achieve the 2030 goals 

 On the consumer side, the strategy will encourage a shift towards quality, durability, longer use, repair 
and reuse. 

Download the report: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/textiles-strategy_en 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/textiles-strategy_en


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The disintegration of international trade regimes, a raging global pandemic and challenges to the European 
peace order have strained or even completely disrupted established supply chains. To address these 
challenges, the Enterprise Europe Network has launched the Supply Chain Resilience platform.   
  
In a nutshell, the platform helps businesses to retain, re-structure or replace existing supply chains. Network 
partners can now support European companies to secure the raw materials, parts, components and/or semi-
finished goods or services they need to keep production rolling.  
 
How to support your local businesses?  

  Publish offers for raw materials, parts, components and/or (semi-)finished goods or services.  

  Promote requests from European companies to sustain their supply chains.  

  Match international suppliers with buyers of goods and services.  
  
Key topics 

  Agri-Food  

  Construction  

  Digital  

  Electronics  

  Energy-Intensive Industries  

  Health  

  Mobility, Transport, Automotive  

  Raw materials  

  Renewable energy  

  Textile  
  
 
What’s in it for businesses?   

  Find new business partners and identify potential suppliers or buyers to secure supply chains.  

  Showcase successful projects, innovative products, and cutting-edge technologies.  

  Establish cross-border contacts between businesses, industries, support organisations, academia,               
important stakeholders and key decision-makers.  

  
Network partners should promote the platform to their local clients, and if needed assist them to publish 
their offers and requests.  If you would like to learn more about this initiative, get in touch with 
Thomas.STEIERT@ec.europa.eu.  

https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://supply-chain-resilience-platform.b2match.io/
mailto:Thomas.STEIERT@ec.europa.eu


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
   

Past and Upcoming events:  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Biennial of Textile Art BIEN 2023 opens call for participating artists 
 
Artists, designers and researchers who work mainly in the medium of textiles, the biennale of textile art BIEN invites you 
to respond to the public call for participation. BIEN 2023 will take place between May 31 and August 10 in Slovenian 
cities Kranj, Škofja Loka, Jesenice and in the digital space. The selected artworks will be exhibited in the Globus space 
in Kranj and at the open-air museum Castle Garden in Škofja Loka.  
 
The open call is open until March 1, 2023.  
 
The central theme of the call is “The Sun”. 
 
The effect of the Sun on our daily lives is so great that various human cultures have always included it in their myths and 
legends, and many polytheistic religions around the world have understood the Sun to be one of the gods. The Sun is so 
fundamental for survival, but at the same time a factor of danger. Living environments become too dry, there is a lack of 
food and water, and so the Sun becomes something we can fear, especially in summer. 
 
With its programs of textile art and industrial design, Textile Art Biennial BIEN presents itself biennially with exhibitions 
and projects that reflect on heritage, conservation and sustainability. BIEN creates new contemporary expressions and 
encourages interdisciplinary artistic collaboration with projects and residencies.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the exhibition artworks by international and domestic artists are presented and special focus is given to the best works 
of current domestic and international student production. BIEN understands that the future of art is also in the public and  
digital space. 
 
 

APPLICATION, BASIC INFORMATION: 
 
○ Artists or art groups from all over the world who submit one work not older than three  
years can participate. 
 
○ Submitted works should approach the central theme: the Sun; works should be created  
primarily in the medium of textiles or a medium that imitates textiles in its material or 
technical context. 
 
○ Submitted works should not weigh more than 20 kg (including assembly elements).  
 
○ Fill in the application form in Slovene or English, it is available here: 
https://forms.gle/Jy8gi3cppgFcRzKM8 
 
○ The application deadline is March 1, 2023 
 
○ Contact for additional information: bien@layer.si 
 
 
More Information → layer.si/bien 
 
Rules and conditions → shorturl.at/cmGWX 
 
Application Form → https://forms.gle/Jy8gi3cppgFcRzKM8 
 
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL: 
Video portrait of artists 2021: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjBcJJ8wMtI 
Visual material 2023: shorturl.at/ijSU5 
 
BIEN is an initiative of Carnica Institute from Kranj, Slovenia, which organizes the biennale together with the 
Faculty of Science and Technology of the University of Ljubljana and the Faculty of Design, an independent 
higher education institution. Co-financed by Slovenian Ministry of Culture and City Municipality Kranj. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/Jy8gi3cppgFcRzKM8
mailto:bien@layer.si
layer.si/bien
shorturl.at/cmGWX
https://forms.gle/Jy8gi3cppgFcRzKM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjBcJJ8wMtI
shorturl.at/ijSU5


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Company Mission to Netherlands on Textile collection and valorisation 
  
 

          
 
 
 

The company mission was designed as a Learning Trip to Netherlands, to learn from best practices 
in Textile collection and valorisation best practices and technologies, as Netherlands is pioneer in 
this field projects. 
 
28 participants attendended (2 from Denmark, 13 from Netherlands, 1 from Sweden and 11 from 
Spain-Catalonia), gathering SMEs and municipalities.  Remko Trizenberg from Netherlands 
Enterprise Agency (RVO) organised the company mission in close collaboration with  MODACC 
(Catalan Fashion Cluster), stakeholder of the CATCIM Catalan Consortium. 
 
The participants had the occasion to visit interesting projects such as Het Goed 
https://www.hetgoed.nl/vestigingen/deventer, Reshare https://www.reshare.nl/english, Fiberfarm / 
textile2textile / Wieland https://textiles2textiles.com/  and House of Denim 
(https://www.houseofdenim.org/  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.modacc.cat/?lang=en
https://www.hetgoed.nl/vestigingen/deventer
https://www.reshare.nl/english
https://textiles2textiles.com/
https://www.houseofdenim.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sector Group Textiles Meeting 
 
Tuesday 18 October 2022 - Friday 21 October 2022, Biarritz 

 
 

 

 

During the 2022 edition of Biarritz Good Fashion the Sector Group Textiles organized a physical meeting with 
3 days of brainstorming, exchanges of information, updating on events and activities and team building 
actions.  

On the 20th October SGT had the chance to attend the Conference Biarritz Good Fashion 2022 addressed 
to Circular Fashion and new trends in the textile industry. This was a very useful conference with many 
insights in regards to sustainability in the textile industry and the group had the opportunity to learn and gain 
knowledge about  many innovative solutions coming from local startups and brands.  

The Conference at Biarrtiz is focused on smart textile, innovative solutions for the textile industry, more 
specifically to the water and sport industry.  The event is organized in collaboration with the innovative and 
surf cluster EUROSIMA and CETIA, the local innovative platform dedicated to the recyclability of textiles. 

The group participated in a special dedicated tour where members has met clusters and learnt of their 
expertise.  Moreover they had the chance to have an overview within the fashion district of Biarritz meeting 
local innovative manufacturing companies. During the SGT meeting the group had also a dedicated training 
in collaboration with the IPSME helpdesk India and a team building action on the Foresight 2022 on twinning 
transitions and finally the group has joined the Conference at Biarritz Good Fashion with many workshops 
organized and where an EEN brokerage event will be managed by the group. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IF WEDDING FASHION İZMİR 

 

 
 
Tuesday 22 November 2022 - Friday 25 November 2022, Izmir 
 

IF WEDDING FASHION İZMİR, "16th Wedding Dresses, Suits and Evening Gowns Fair" opened its doors to 
the world between 22-25 NOVEMBER 2022. 

IF Wedding Fashion is Turkey’s well-known wedding dress, suit and evening gowns fair which gathered all 
relevant professionals such as retailers, wholesalers, chain stores, stores, designers, exporters, and 
importers.  

The B2B was realised in collaboration with the Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) and supported by the 
Enterprise Europe Network Sector Group Textile committed to bring European fashion and textile producers 
together to enhance opportunities and commercial partnerships. 

Addressed to: 
*Fashion Designer/Stylists (textile and accessories) 
*Young designers and producers 
*Textile and accessories manufacturing companies and brands 
*Retailers, distributors, sales agents and representative 
*Fashion-related industries 
*Buyers 

Main Topics: 
- Wedding Dresses 
- Wedding Suits 
- Evening Gowns 
- Evening Gowns for Children 

- Accessories (Bridal veil/flower/crown/glove, Traditional and Wedding Shoes) 
- Others (Associations, Magazines) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why companies Participated?: 
• Initiate cross-border contacts and co-operations with international partners 
• Find new business partners 

Exhibitor Profile:  

 185 Domestic Exhibitors  

 10 International Exhibitors  

 195 Total Exhibitors  

 Exhibitors from 6 different countries / The USA, England, Iran, Canada, Lebanon, Qatar 

 387 meetings were held with 30 companies and foreign visitors 
 
This year, the IF Wedding 2022 hosted 25,027 visitors, including 20,073 domestic visitors from 75 
provinces and 4954 foreign visitors from 98 countries.  
 
 
 
Textile Connect 2022 

 

 
 
3rd edition of the brokerage event "Textile Connect 2022" ( 4th-6th of May). 

The 3rd international textile and fashion sector B2B event "Textile Connect 2022", was organized by Almi 
Företagspartner Jönköping AB in Sweden and Kaunas Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Crafts in 
Lithuania, in collaboration with Enterprise Europe Network. 

https://textile-connect-2022.b2match.io/  

TEXTILE CONNECT 2022 attracted more than 400 companies from +30 countries! 

On the first days of May 2022, the third edition of the international textile business event “Textile Connect 
2022” took place. The event connects companies/designers looking for production partners with 
manufacturers, service providers and suppliers within the textile and footwear industry. 

As previous years the matchmaking event was organized by partners in Lithuania, Kaunas Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry and Crafts and  Sweden, Almi Företagspartner Jönköping AB. Both partners are also a 
part of Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) and the EEN sector group Textile and Fashion. 

The event united as many as 400 companies from +30 countries, not only from Europe, but also from North 
America, Asia and Africa. In total, over 400 digital meetings took place between buyers and suppliers. 

https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://textile-connect-2022.b2match.io/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B2Worth @TorinoFashion Match 2022 : 7/8/9 July 2022 , onsite in Turin (Italy) 

 

 
 

 

The Matchmaking event B2WORTH@Torino Fashion Match for Textiles, Fashion, Creative Industries and 
Design took place from 7 to 10 July 2022  in Turin (IT) during the 7° edition of the Torino Fashion Week, the 
international fashion format addressed to emerging fashion designers and innovative brands from all around 
the world that need to boost their visibility and to create international networks. 
 
Organised by Unioncamere Piemonte, in collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce of Turin as partner of 
the Enterprise Europe Network, the Torino Fashion Week business event (3/9 July) dedicated to small and 
medium-sized manufacturing enterprises, fashion designers, start-ups, innovative brands, distributors, 
buyers, service and product providers, e-commerce platforms with the purpose to facilitate the creation of 
collaborations and international projects.  
 
This year the b2b combined the event with the promotion of the WORTH project, the European call 
addressed to creative industry. The event in Turin was the right occasion to promote the new call opened 
till February 2023 addressed to SMEs, manufacturing companies and tech companies to apply for an 
incubator programme gaining visibility and funds for the launch of a new product on the market! For that 
purpose a dedicated workshop has been created to show details on the new call.    
 
 
 

https://b2worth-torinofashionmatch-2022.b2match.io/page-1141
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/apply-now_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/apply-now_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/apply-now_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/apply-now_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/apply-now_en


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to the B2B sessions, 3 thematic talks were organised onsite with international speakers:  

 TALK 1_ CIRCULAR FASHION 

 Talk 2_ Internationalisation for SMEs and IP SME Help Desk training 

 Talk 3 _ PANEL DISCUSSION Gender Equality from an international perspective, integrating 

gender and environmental concerns into investment considerations (special guest CEO of 

House of Mandela and daughter of Nelson Mandela and Ms. Tukwini Mandela — Marketing 

&amp; Creative Director of House of Mandela; granddaughter of Nelson Mandela) 

 
You can check presentations at this link: https://b2worth-torinofashionmatch-

2022.b2match.io/page-811 
 

Thanks to the support of the Sector Group Textiles members and to the joint promotion from partners of the 
Enterprise Europe Network, several international delegations of innovative companies and brands took 
part in the fashion shows of Torino Fashion Week and attended b2b sessions.  
 
Specifically, thanks to the contribution of the EEN network, Unioncamere Piemonte and the Turin Chamber 
of Commerce, it was possible to invite and host a delegation of Ukrainian companies (6 brands) that took 
part in the b2b and TFW fashion shows in a session entirely free for them.  This action in support of the 
Ukrainian country will be presented as a success story within the activities of the EEN network by 
Unioncamere Piemonte. 
 
This year we also saw the participation of a delegate of the European Commission (DGR GROW) and one 
from the Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises of the E.C. (EISMEA) who expressed their 
willingness to meet the Ukrainian delegation and some local companies to discuss the difficulties encountered 
immediately after the pandemic crisis.  
 
Finally we provided participants with a team building action with an international Chef Masterclass experience 
where they had occasion to meet other possible international partners and clients.  
 
Data B2B 2022: 

 60 co-organisers EEN 

 400 international and national articles on b2b 

 N. 252 companies registered on b2b 

 40 countries involved 

 350 meetings in total  

 270 international meetings 

 3 Headline talks gathering 160 participants 

 6 Ukrainian brands hosted by the EEN network  

 1 Cuban company hosted by Unioncamere Piemonte 

 1 success story for hosting a Ukrainian delegation  

 Many international agreements in progress to be signed 

VIDEOS: 
Video B2Worth@Torino Fashion Match 2022: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlMVeRY6Hn4  
Short quotes from clients on the event :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iqsbRv82M4  
 

SEE YOU ALL AT THE TorinoFashionMatch 2023 from the 27th June till 3rd July 2023! 

https://b2worth-torinofashionmatch-2022.b2match.io/page-811
https://b2worth-torinofashionmatch-2022.b2match.io/page-811
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlMVeRY6Hn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iqsbRv82M4


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Smart & Technical Textiles 

Matchmaking Sessions and Expert Talks 

 
On the occasion of the leading international trade fair for technical textiles and non-wovens 
TechTextil from 21-24 June 2022 in Frankfurt (DE) and the International Conference for Smart 
Textiles InMotion from 21-23 September 2022 in Weimar (DE), the Enterprise Europe Network is 
organising an international brokerage event “Technical & Smart Textile” for companies, research 
institutions and all stakeholders who want to explore joint projects, technical cooperation or new 
business contacts with partners from Europe and worldwide. 
 
https://smart-tech-textiles.b2match.io/ 
 
 
 
 
 

https://techtextil.messefrankfurt.com/frankfurt/de.html
https://inmotion2022.com/en/
https://inmotion2022.com/en/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://smart-tech-textiles.b2match.io/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Find International partners in the Textile & Fashion industry: 
 
 
BOFR20220318003 
A French textile designer wishes to establish new partnerships about its most recent activity : embroidered 
motifs to adorn cushions, curtains, net voilage, blinds. A collaboration under distribution services agreement 
or commercial agency agreement could be considered. 
 
BOFR20220322024 
A French company specialized in designing and producing buttons for the fashion industry combines its know-
how and technology manufacturing process by using a large range of materials and finishing. The company 
is interested in collaborating with distributors, partners and comercial agents to introduce its collections to 
fashion brands and clothing manufacturers under a distribution agreement or commercial agency agreement. 
 
BOHR20220308018 
A Croatian business registered for wholesale and retail, currently with textiles and sewing accessories, is 
looking for a partner who would take over the company through acquisition agreement. 
 
BOLT20220322022 
The Lithuanian company is specializing in various sewing projects and services: men's, women's, children's, 
working, dog's clothing and home textile products. The company is offering its sewing services to designers and 
companies in Norway, Sweden, and Denmark to work under the manufacturing or subcontracting cooperation 
agreement. 
 
BORO20220309001 
The Romanian company is a manufacturer of different types of clothing (overalls, suits, jackets, casual shirts 
etc.), as well as linen, curtains and draperies for hotel units. All the production phases of the production process 
are carried out in Romania. The company is working for local brands, with medium orders, but  in addition to 
enlarge its market share, nowadays is looking for international partners interested in its services under 
manufacturing or subcontracting agreements. 
 
BORO20220310001 
Romanian company producing bridal and brand-customized accessories, created by a designer that mixes modern 
and traditional elements, is interested in finding partners in order to establish manufacturing, distribution or 
commercial agency agreements. The company uses a wide range of materials, like brass, crystals, feathers, pearls 
and recycled materials to create accessories such as brooches, earrings, headpieces, necklaces, belts and other 
similar pieces. 
 
BRDK20220317026 
Danish clothing company searching for European suppliers and production facilities 
 
BOIT2022051102 
This Italian company is a stitching subcontractor that works for the most relevant fashion brands in Italy. It is looking 
to increase its work abroad and for this is seeking reliable partners under subcontractor agreements.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOFI20220506021 
Finnish interior design brand is seeking distributors, commercial agents and retailers for linen interior textiles 
worldwide. The company is established in 2020 and it is based in Finland. The company has gained a foothold in 
the sale of linen home textiles in Finland and is known for its high quality and handcrafts made in Finland. At the 
moment the company has 16 different textile products in the market, for example linen duvet cover sets, linen 
pillowcases, linen bed covers and linen towels. 
 
BOUA20220530023 
A small Ukrainian company offers protective and medical workwear (lab coats, trousers, T-shirts) made from 
environmentally friendly fibers and fabric. A transparent value chain guarantees sustainability and safety. 
Distribution partners are sought under distribution services agreement. 
 
BRES20220527009 
A Spanish SME located in the city of Barcelona seeks for manufacturers to produce swimsuits for children. The 
product must be made of microfiber and with a weight between 210 gr and 215 gr. 
 
BOGR20220407019 
Ambitious start-up brand from Greece that develops innovative leisure and sleepwear apparel is looking for long-
term partnerships with commercial representatives. 
 
BOPL20220818013 
Polish company with over 25 years’ market experience specializes in designing and producing innovative 
promotional products and sewing sport clothes. Products are obtained with high consideration for 
sustainability practices. The company seeks international business partners for whom to design and 
produce promotional products and materials, under commercial or outsourcing agreements. 
 
BOIT20221006014 
Italian start-up company specialized in women clothing design and creation looks for distributors, commercial 
agents agreement in order to increase its market share abroad. 
 
BRFR20221027028 
A French company that represents an American brand of women's ready-to-wear clothing is looking for distributors 
in Europe to develop its presence in multi-brand stores. 
 
BOUA20221028013 
A Ukrainian company that specializes in the production of brand ladies’ wear – jackets, coats, trousers, shorts, 
skirts, dresses - is looking for international cooperation within the framework of subcontracting services 
agreements. The company is searching for partners who are interested in serv ices that include sampling, pattern 
making, size grading, cutting, sewing, pressing, quality control (QC) inspection and packaging. 
 
BRNL20221015001 
Dutch Garment Manufacturing Agency & Fashion Brand is looking for Eastern European Cut, Make & Trim (CMT) 
garment manufacturer with proven experience producing for European fashion brands and strong in-house 
development skills. Accepted quantities: from 50pcs to 700pcs. The SME offers a commercial or outscourcing or 
supplier agreement. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOSK20221003007 
European school wears brand is seeking commercial agents or distributors in Europe.  
 
BOBG20221017022 
A Bulgarian company producing polyamide socks, stockings and similar products offers them under commercial 
agreement. It’s also possible to conclude outsourcing agreement for their production under private label. 
 
BRFR20221024011 
A French yacht equipment manufacturer is looking for new acrylic yarn suppliers located in Europe. 80 tons per 
year. 
 
BOTR20221114009 
Turkish textile contract manufacturer seeks clients looking for contract manufacturers. 
 
BOTR20221123021 
An experienced Turkish textile manufacturer with flexible and high production capacity is looking for 
subcontractors asking for manufacturing agreements. A wide variety of production capacity and “on time” 
production and delivery are the essential advantages of the company. The requesting party can choose the 
delivery time, quantity, fabric, and product model. The company is open to manufacturing and subcontracting 
agreements across all network countries. 
 
BOPL20220929013 
Polish sustainable company with an interesting upcycling concept is offering a complex solution to companies 
wishing to give a second life to their advertising materials that are no longer used.  
Their final products are sewn locally and can be as follows: bags, backpacks, suit covers, children’s bags, 
laptop cases, waist bags etc. The company is interested in manufacturing agreements. 
 
BOPL20220928010 
Polish sustainable producer of home textiles including bedding, duvets, covers , sheets and pillows is wishing 
to go international with its exceptional, high quality, durable products. Due to free capacities and flexibility, 
the company is also open for manufacturing agreements. 

 
BRGR20220927004 
Greek importer and trader of dyestuffs, auxiliaries and other specialised chemicals for textiles, leather, paper,  
wood, and petroleum requests products from foreign suppliers in order to broaden its existing product range . 

 
 
 
 

ENTERPRISE EUROPE NETWORK 

    http://een.ec.europa.eu 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://een.ec.europa.eu/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stories from entrepreneurs in the fashion industry: 
 
A major success for a Slovenian high-tech company 

 

Slovenians develop textile waste degradation technology that will receive an EIC Accelerator grant 

Among the 75 companies selected for the European Innovation Council Accelerator (EIC Accelerator) 

is the Slovenian company IOS, which has applied for the project "OpenLOOP recycling technology", 

aimed at recycling technology for sustainable and profitable management of PET/pulp waste. 

 

The European Commission has selected 75 innovative high-tech start-ups from 21 countries for the EIC 

Accelerator call in June. These are the most promising companies, receiving nearly €400 million in grants 

and equity investments through the EIC Fund to help them accelerate their business. More than a thousand 

companies have applied. 

 

During the application process, the company also contacted Dr Igor Milek, Enterprise Europe 

Network's advisor for participation in EU programmes and national contact person for the EIC 

Accelerator programme, who helped them with advice on interpreting the tender conditions and some 

tips. All these activities, exercises and advice contributed to their final success.  

 

»IOS is the first Slovenian company to receive funding 

from the EU's EIC accelerator since the Horizon 

Europe programme was launched earlier this year. It is 

a great success,« explains Dr Milek (Spirit Slovenia). 

While three Slovenian companies have reached the 

interview stage, IOS is the only one to have secured 

funding. 

 

 

 
Seventy-five companies from 21 countries were successful in the European Innovation Council Accelerator call 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IOS is the result of a vision to bring science and business together 

 

IOS was founded at the end of 2006 as a family business under Prof. Dr Aleksandra Lobnik and Mr Luke 

Lobnik. The desire and vision of combining science and industry led to a network of highly educated people 

who embarked on a journey to expand their knowledge and find new, innovative solutions in environmental 

science, sensors, nanomaterials and textiles. Over the years, the company has grown its team, increased its 

revenues and created its research environment, which today offers numerous research opportunities and 

conditions for its production. Four modern laboratories are located in the company's headquarters, and the 

company also rents a production hall, which is needed to operate the reactors designed to recover secondary 

raw materials from discarded textiles and plastics. 

 

 
 

"In the coming years, we want to focus on selling the innovative niche solutions we have developed so far 

and become a recognised provider in specific sectors on the global market. We will continue to look for 

innovative environmentally friendly solutions to create a higher quality of life." 

Says the company's CEO, Prof. Dr Aleksandra Lobnik. 

 

 

Currently, the company is involved in the Polycircularity project, where they are working on the decomposition 

of not only textile waste but especially plastics. "All this knowledge is accumulated here and is a great 

advantage over the competition," she adds. 

 

What is OpenLOOP that convinced the EIC Accelerator jury 

OpenLOOP works on the chemical and enzymatic degradation of textile waste into secondary raw materials 

of non-fossil origin, which can be used for the production of new synthetic fibres, and plastics or for new 

applications such as biodegradable plastics and energy.  

In the OpenLOOP project, IOS focused on the depolymerisation of polyester and cotton, which account for 

more than 90% of all textile waste. Depolymerisation is achieved using enzymatic hydrolysis for cotton and 

neutral hydrolysis for polyester. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"All the processes are environmentally friendly, as they do not pollute the air or water. On the other hand, we 

have also shown that such a project can also be profitable, as most ecological solutions and recycling 

processes have so far not been successful in penetrating the market because the prices of secondary raw  

materials of non-fossil origin were still too high compared to primary raw materials of fossil origin," explains 

Prof. Dr Lobnik. 

 

 
 

Currently, IOS has a DEMO pilot plant capable of depolymerising 10 tonnes of textile waste per year, with 

plans for an upgrade to quadruple the annual capacity. 

 

 

How much time and effort went into the EIC application 

"We started working on the project exactly a year ago and have been working on it intensively for seven 

months. We have never applied for a project of this complexity before," says Prof. Aleksandra Lobnik, adding 

that they also had the help of external consultants in writing the application. They also made time for serious 

professional, technical, economic and visionary discussions, which took place every week over several 

months. He also explains that they had one unsuccessful SME application some time ago, which has now 

served as a basis for their application to the EIC Accelerator. 

  

He also points out that the project needs to be ripe for the next step up, as the competition is extremely 

strong. "If the idea is accepted, the next stage is to make a short spot where the whole idea of the project is  

presented slightly differently. If you're still accepted here, you're invited to pitch the whole project, which is 

the biggest and most challenging part we've been practically honing for a year. If you are still successful here, 

you are invited for a final interview, which lasts 45 minutes. The interview is a 10-minute presentation of the 

project, followed by questions from five experts from different fields." 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The final stage was particularly intense, as more than half of the projects were eliminated from the competition 

during the interview. In their case, there were around 250 companies interviewed, and only 75 projects were 

selected. "All these numbers clearly show that you need not only a great project, an innovative idea, vision, 

courage, will, a great business model, but also luck," reflects the CEO, adding that IOS had all of the above 

in this application and therefore succeeded.  

 

They say they would have continued with textile waste decomposition even without funding, but the 

technologies' visibility and penetration would have been slower. With EU funding, the realisation and 

industrialisation of textile waste decomposition will be much faster. "The EU opens up many additional 

avenues, especially for our wider recognition as one of the world's leading companies in textile waste 

recycling and many more opportunities to attract investors and customers," adds Prof. Dr Aleksandra Lobnik. 

 

What are the company's plans after funding 

When it comes to recycling, their vision is simple. It is to set up the first chemical and enzymatic recycling 

plant for textile waste PET/cellulose blends. They are interested in the EU and other global markets in the 

first phase. 

  

Above all, they are looking forward to the new challenges and all the opportunities that lie ahead of them in 

the OpenLOOP project. With their solutions, they want to contribute a more effective solution to the problem 

of textile waste, which can no longer be landfilled under the legislation, and incineration is not the best 

solution.   

 
 
 

Match Code - The Bravery of meeting each other 
 
Match Code is one of the winners of the 1st Call of Worth Partnership Project II, the programme funded 
by COSME and linked to the three pillars of the New European Bauhaus Initiative: beautiful, sustainable and 
inclusive. 
 
WORTH Partnership Project II creates and supports transnational collaborations between designers, creative 
people, manufacturing enterprises (SMEs), crafters/makers and technology firms looking to develop design-
driven and innovative products. 
 
The two EEN partners Berlin Partner für Wirtschaft und Technologie GmbH (Germany) and CNA Lombardia 
(Italy) enabled the partnership between the Berlin-based designer Anastasiya Galyeyeva and the fablab 
WeMake located in Milan. 
 
Thanks to the collaboration between the two EEN partners, Anastasiya Galyeyeva and WeMake | 
Makerspace Fablab came in contact and developed a project based on the use of wearable technology to 
enhance inclusion in social relationships. 
 
In recent years, WeMake's community has developed several wearables. The makers' research in electronics 
and design has led to the creation of prototypes and products for social purposes.  
WeMake has  worked on Digital Social Innovation meaning how technology can be a tool to foster value 
generation in the social field.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to the experience developed with such  experiments and the understanding of social context, 
WeMake was ready to start  co-designing with Ann Galé, a Berlin-based company created in 2021 by 
Anastasiya Galyeyeva, which produces handcrafted and sustainable leather accessories whose core values 
are self-esteem, sustainability, and accessibility.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
From shared experiences came the desire to provide concrete answers to emerging social questions: can 
technology foster consensual and conscious social relationships?  
 
The goal is to prototype a wearable accessory, Match Code, a cuff, that succeeds in facilitating, supporting 
and encouraging safe social and sexual relationships between people. 
 
Being aware that consensus in relationships cannot be expressed solely through an electronic device, but 
conscious consent is necessary and must be freely expressed at any time, because everyone has the right 
to change his or her mind. 
 
The project developed by Sara Savian from WeMake and Anastasiya Galyeyeva  is based on the  need to 
educate people to be aware of their right to manifest what they want or do not want and, on the other hand, 
to make sure that their partner is at ease and has given consent. 
 
Match Code was born as a response to different needs: facilitating relationships and expressing consent.  
Moreover,  considering  that the pandemic has fostered the development of wearables that promote mainly 
"social distancing”, developing such a project in a context of general disinterest in forms of sex and affective 
education, according to Sara and Anastasiya,  seems to be  a revolutionary act. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iwona Tamborska is the artist behind 
the jewellery name “Rękami 
Stworzone”, which in Polish means 
“Hand Created”. “Created”- because 
the act of creation implicates a trace of 
soul in the final object’s form.  
 
This jewellery is hand made always as 
a single piece. The works are 
sculptures with hidden stories that 
come to life by being worn on the 
human body.  
 
Their style is strongly influenced by the 
Art Nouveau with a bitter-sweet 
overtone and a hidden meaning behind 
the beautiful form. Iwona Tamborska 
was one of the finalists of the 
prestigious Saul Bell Design Award in 
2017. 
 
In 2022, she had the honor of 
presenting her works at GemGeneve in 
Switzerland.  
 
She was also entered on the Homo 
Faber list of the Michelangelo 
Foundation.  
 
In 2021 & 2018 co-exhibited in the 
National Museum in China (Yunnan, 
Guizhou), 2018 co-exhibited at the 
“Precious Gallery” Bijorhca Paris, 2014 
awarded with “Krakow Scholarship for 
creatives”. She was invited to China, 
UK, Australia to talk about and teach 
her unique style.  
 
Foto by: Łukasz Opaliński. Margo 
Skwara, Iwona Tamborska 
 
www.rekamistworzone.com 
 
         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.rekamistworzone.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  

 
Social Media Updates: 

 
 

Social media updates: From us to you…  
 

Social media has become the most influential and important virtual space where the platform is not 
only used for social networking but is also a great way of digitally advertising the brand. Having an 
online presence as a business on any of the social media forums like Instagram or LinkedIn is a 
great way to interact with our audience and to really connect with them on a professional level.  
 
It has become a vital part of how the business world operates and communicates and we are 
currently working alongside the wider network communications team to re-brand the social media 
presence of both network and sector group in order to project a clear message of the organisation 
and activities within.  
 
Whilst this work is being developed we encourage you to make sure you don’t miss out on any news, 
events, initiatives, funding and collaboration opportunities on offer by connecting with our 
communications group on LinkedIn... 
 
 
Federica Leonetti 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/federica-leonetti/ 
 
 
Daniel Houchen 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-houchen-b1107636/ 
 
 
Aleš Ogorevc 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alesogorevc/ 
 
 
Wioleta Wiecheć 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wioleta-wieche%C4%87-19a42310b/ 
 

        

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/federica-leonetti/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-houchen-b1107636/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alesogorevc/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wioleta-wieche%C4%87-19a42310b/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

           
 
 
   

           
   
 
 

           
 
 
 

ENTERPRISE EUROPE NETWORK 

http://een.ec.europa.eu 

 
 

Neither the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of the European Commission is responsible for the use which might be made of the 

information contained herein. The views in this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the policies of the European 

Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Privacy Statement: Contact the Editor 

http://een.ec.europa.eu/

	Funding opportunities and European Initiatives:
	The 2nd call of WORTH II is open. It will close on the 15th February 2023

	Sustainable And Circular Fashion: EU Funding Opportunities For SMEs
	Past and Upcoming events:
	Sector Group Textiles Meeting
	IF WEDDING FASHION İZMİR
	Exhibitor Profile:
	( 185 Domestic Exhibitors
	( 10 International Exhibitors
	( 195 Total Exhibitors
	( Exhibitors from 6 different countries / The USA, England, Iran, Canada, Lebanon, Qatar
	( 387 meetings were held with 30 companies and foreign visitors
	This year, the IF Wedding 2022 hosted 25,027 visitors, including 20,073 domestic visitors from 75 provinces and 4954 foreign visitors from 98 countries.
	Textile Connect 2022
	Smart & Technical Textiles
	Matchmaking Sessions and Expert Talks
	On the occasion of the leading international trade fair for technical textiles and non-wovens TechTextil from 21-24 June 2022 in Frankfurt (DE) and the International Conference for Smart Textiles InMotion from 21-23 September 2022 in Weimar (DE), the...

	https://smart-tech-textiles.b2match.io/
	Find International partners in the Textile & Fashion industry:
	BOFR20220318003
	BORO20220309001
	The Romanian company is a manufacturer of different types of clothing (overalls, suits, jackets, casual shirts etc.), as well as linen, curtains and draperies for hotel units. All the production phases of the production process are carried out in Roma...
	BORO20220310001
	Romanian company producing bridal and brand-customized accessories, created by a designer that mixes modern and traditional elements, is interested in finding partners in order to establish manufacturing, distribution or commercial agency agreements. ...
	BRDK20220317026
	Danish clothing company searching for European suppliers and production facilities
	BOIT2022051102
	This Italian company is a stitching subcontractor that works for the most relevant fashion brands in Italy. It is looking to increase its work abroad and for this is seeking reliable partners under subcontractor agreements.
	BOFI20220506021
	Finnish interior design brand is seeking distributors, commercial agents and retailers for linen interior textiles worldwide. The company is established in 2020 and it is based in Finland. The company has gained a foothold in the sale of linen home te...
	BOUA20220530023
	A small Ukrainian company offers protective and medical workwear (lab coats, trousers, T-shirts) made from environmentally friendly fibers and fabric. A transparent value chain guarantees sustainability and safety. Distribution partners are sought und...
	BRES20220527009
	A Spanish SME located in the city of Barcelona seeks for manufacturers to produce swimsuits for children. The product must be made of microfiber and with a weight between 210 gr and 215 gr.
	BOGR20220407019
	Ambitious start-up brand from Greece that develops innovative leisure and sleepwear apparel is looking for long-term partnerships with commercial representatives.
	BOPL20220818013
	BOIT20221006014
	Italian start-up company specialized in women clothing design and creation looks for distributors, commercial agents agreement in order to increase its market share abroad.
	BRFR20221027028
	A French company that represents an American brand of women's ready-to-wear clothing is looking for distributors in Europe to develop its presence in multi-brand stores.
	BOUA20221028013
	A Ukrainian company that specializes in the production of brand ladies’ wear – jackets, coats, trousers, shorts, skirts, dresses - is looking for international cooperation within the framework of subcontracting services agreements. The company is sear...
	BRNL20221015001
	Dutch Garment Manufacturing Agency & Fashion Brand is looking for Eastern European Cut, Make & Trim (CMT) garment manufacturer with proven experience producing for European fashion brands and strong in-house development skills. Accepted quantities: fr...
	BOSK20221003007
	European school wears brand is seeking commercial agents or distributors in Europe.
	BOBG20221017022
	A Bulgarian company producing polyamide socks, stockings and similar products offers them under commercial agreement. It’s also possible to conclude outsourcing agreement for their production under private label.
	BRFR20221024011
	A French yacht equipment manufacturer is looking for new acrylic yarn suppliers located in Europe. 80 tons per year.
	BOTR20221114009
	Turkish textile contract manufacturer seeks clients looking for contract manufacturers.
	BOTR20221123021
	An experienced Turkish textile manufacturer with flexible and high production capacity is looking for subcontractors asking for manufacturing agreements. A wide variety of production capacity and “on time” production and delivery are the essential adv...
	BRGR20220927004
	Greek importer and trader of dyestuffs, auxiliaries and other specialised chemicals for textiles, leather, paper, wood, and petroleum requests products from foreign suppliers in order to broaden its existing product range.
	http://een.ec.europa.eu
	Stories from entrepreneurs in the fashion industry:

