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LONG TRACK RECORD IN WORLD-CLASS INNOVATION
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INVENTIVE AUSTRALIA

• Bionic Ear

› The cochlear implant, designed to help the hearing impaired and profoundly deaf, 
was invented by Professor Graeme Clark of the University of Melbourne

• Wi-Fi

› In 2000, using the mathematical formulas known as Fourier transforms, John 
O'Sullivan, Graham Daniels, John Deane, Diethelm Ostry and Terry Percival, 
working under the CSIRO and another organisation, Radiata, developed the first 
wireless transfer of data in a local area network

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/bionicear.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/&usg=__RxNVpxPywpCTk0hmk2yutxFZ-x4=&h=333&w=300&sz=41&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=SPfPBCUl9BBXxM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=bionic+ear&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/bionicear.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/&usg=__RxNVpxPywpCTk0hmk2yutxFZ-x4=&h=333&w=300&sz=41&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=SPfPBCUl9BBXxM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=bionic+ear&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
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DEMOGRAPHICS

• 24.6 million people  - Approx. 25% born overseas

• English the main language, but more than 200 spoken 

including Italian, Greek, Chinese, Vietnamese and Tagalog

• Over 85% of the population live within 50 km of the coast

• Over 60% of the population live in 5 cities – Sydney, 

Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth & Adelaide

• These 5 cities consistently appear in the top ten of the 

EIU’s list of most liveable cities in the world



• 27+ years of consecutive growth

• “Free trade” economy (few subsidies)

• Low sovereign risk

• Stable institutions, sound regulatory frameworks

• Australia welcomes foreign investment

AUSTRALIA IS AN OPEN, RESILIENT ECONOMY



BUSINESS
A GOOD 
PLACE TO DO 
BUSINESS



•Strong business, 

cultural and 

political ties to 

Asia

• “Testing ground” 

for products and 

services

GATEWAY TO ASIA



(not in force, in progress or under active scoping)
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TRADE RELATIONSHIP

EU & Australia 

•Two-way trade valued at approximately 

A$109 billion in 2018 (A$79 billion from EU to Australia)

Lithuania & Australia

•Two-way trade valued at approximately   

A$150 million in 2018 (A$111 million from Lithuania to 

Australia)



OPPORTUNITIES 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

• Australia has a sophisticated financial services sector and 

is ideally positioned as a centre for the Asia-Pacific region. 

• The strength of the financial services sector is underpinned 

by a mandated retirement savings scheme.

• Australia one of the major centres of capital markets activity 

in Asia. 

• Australia has one of the largest pools of contestable funds 

under management globally, valued at about A$1.3 trillion 

(US$850 billion).
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MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE

• Strong demand for infrastructure investment

• fast population growth

• high levels of urbanisation

• increase in freight volumes

• Australian Government to spend $50 billion on 

infrastructure in addition to state and territory budgets

• The Government’s Asset Recycling Initiative will unlock 

a further $23 billion in greenfield infrastructure

• Infrastructure Australia’s 15 year plan for future 

infrastructure projects

• A coordinated pipeline of infrastructure projects on the 

National Infrastructure Construction Schedule

• Long track record of privatising public assets and one of 

the world’s most sophisticated PPP markets
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INFRASTRUCTURE

•
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DEFENCE

Australia will spend approximately A$200 billion over the next ten 

years under the Integrated Investment Program on new military 

hardware. http://www.defence.gov.au/SPI/Industry/CapabilityPlan/

In December 2016, Australia and France signed an agreement for 

the development and construction of 12 submarines under the 

Royal Australian Navy’s SEA 1000 Future Submarine Program. 

The total cost is estimated at A$50 billion (US$38.13 billion).

24 November 2017 - Lürssen was named as the prime contractor 

for 12 new Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV).

29th June 2019 - Announcement Australia will acquire nine high-

end anti-submarine warfare frigates under a deal with BAE 

Systems worth AU$35 billion (U.S. $26 billion).

http://www.defence.gov.au/SPI/Industry/CapabilityPlan/
http://sea1000.gov.au/
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RESOURCES AND ENERGY

Abundant mineral and primary energy resources 

• World’s largest economic demonstrated resources of 

mineral sands (rutile and zircon), brown coal, 

uranium, nickel, zinc and lead 

• Top six producer worldwide for bauxite, black coal, 

copper, gold, iron ore and industrial diamond

• Significant solar and wind resources

Unconventional gas (exploration and production)

• Proven plus probable reserves of coal seam gas 

estimated at more than 130 years of production life 

Oil and gas supply chains

• One of the world’s largest exporters of LNG 

Energy efficiency

• Opportunities in remote renewables, including 

servicing the resources sector



AUSTRALIA`S MINERALS & RESOURCES

A world leader in the production of key mineral commodities:

1st

iron ore, bauxite, 
ilmenite, rutile 

and zircon 

2nd

gold, lead and 
zinc

3rd manganese, 
nickel and 
uranium

4th

black coal, 
antimony and 

silver

5th

diamonds

Mining industry accounts for nearly 10% of GDP
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•High standard of living

•Population with strong demand for high 

quality products.

•Opportunities for a wide range of 

goods, from footwear, clothing, 

homewares to furniture.

Consumer
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EDUCATION LINKAGES
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Study in Australia
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LONG TRACK RECORD IN WORLD-CLASS INNOVATION
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There are countless opportunities to 

grow the trade and investment 

relationship – the key question is what 

are you prepared to do to make it 

happen !

52



Want to learn more?

www.dfat.gov.au

www.austrade.gov.au


